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The Birth of Jesus Certified - Luke 2:21-40 
 
Topics:   
Actions, Affirmation, Age, Celebration, Devotion, Expectations, Faithfulness, Holy 
Spirit, Praise, Prophecy, Wisdom 
 
Reflection Questions 
A. What ceremony, ritual, or tradition in your church do you enjoy the most?  
             
             
              
 
B. Who is one of your most interesting elderly friends or relatives?  
             
             
              
 
 
Context Questions 
1. Why did Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple? When? (2:21-23)  
             
             
              
 
2. How old was Jesus the first time Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple? 

(2:21-23)  
             
             
              
 
3. Who was Simeon, and how did Luke describe him? (2:24-26)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A21-40
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Actions&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Affirmation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Age&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Celebration&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Devotion&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Expectations&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Faithfulness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Holy%20Spirit&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Holy%20Spirit&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Praise&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Prophecy&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Wisdom&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A22-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A22-23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A25-27
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4. What did Simeon do with the Christ child? (2:28-32)  
             
             
              
 
5. What special significance did Christ’s arrival have for Simeon? (2:26-29) 
             
             
              
  
6. How did Simeon’s prophecy point out that Christ would be the Savior for the 

world? (2:29-32)  
             
             
              
 
7. What did Joseph and Mary do after they heard what Simeon had to say? (2:33)  
             
             
              
 
8. To whom did Simeon address his second statement about Jesus? (2:34) 
             
             
              
 
9. What did Simeon say to Mary? (2:34-35)  
             
             
              
 
10. Who was Anna and how did Luke describe her? (2:36-38)  
             
             
              
 
11. What was Anna’s response to finding Mary, Joseph, and the Christ child in the 

temple? (2:38)  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A28-32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A26-29
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A32
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A33
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A34-35
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A34-35
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A36-38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A38
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12. What were Jesus’ childhood years like? (2:39-40)  
             
             
              
 
Understanding It Questions 
13. In what ways can we see God working behind the scenes in the events of 

Christ’s childhood?  
             
             
              
 
14. What of Simeon’s prophecy is still true today? 
             
             
              
  
15. What did Simeon’s warning to Mary mean?  
             
             
              
 
16. In what ways are Simeon and Anna examples to us?  
             
             
              
 
17. Using Christ’s childhood as an example, what character qualities should 

parents seek to develop in their children?  
             
             
              
 
18. In what different ways did Anna and Simeon each receive the Christ child?  
             
             
              
 
19. What roles can other Christians have in our life of faith? 
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A40
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20. How important is it to introduce our children to faith in God as early and 

consistently as possible?  
             
             
              
 
21. If you could step back in time and stand next to Simeon, what would you want 

to say about the Christ child?  
             
             
              
 
Life Application Questions 
22. How could you express your thanks to God this week for becoming a human 

being to provide a way of salvation?  
             
             
              
 
23. What action could you take this week to show your desire to be faithful to 

God?  
             
             
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

A. What ceremony, ritual, 
or tradition in your 
church do you enjoy 
the most? 
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most interesting 
elderly friends? 
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple LESSON INTRODUCTION

Just as the story of John the Baptist’s 
birth began in the Temple (1:5-25), so the 
story of Jesus’ birth culminates in the 
Temple. In obedience to the dictates of 
Jewish law, Mary and Joseph presented 
Jesus to God (see Exodus 13:2), and they 
offered a sacrifice for the ritual 
purification of Mary (see Leviticus 12:2-
6).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+1%3A5-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+13%3A2-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lev+12%3A2-6
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple SCRIPTURE REFERENCE (NLT)

21 Eight days later, when the baby was 
circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name 
given him by the angel even before he was 
conceived. 22 Then it was time for their 
purification offering, as required by the law of 
Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents 
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s 
first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to 
the LORD.” 24 So they offered the sacrifice 
required in the law of the Lord—“either a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple SCRIPTURE REFERENCE

25 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem 
named Simeon. He was righteous and devout 
and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come 
and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon 
him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not 
die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That 
day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So, when 
Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus 
to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was 
there. He took the child in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 9 “Sovereign Lord, now let your 
servant die in peace, as you have promised.



The Birth of Jesus 
Certified

Luke 2:21-40

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Southfield, Michigan

Anna and Simeon
In the Temple SCRIPTURE REFERENCE

30 I have seen your salvation, 31which you 
have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light 
to reveal God to the nations, and he is the 
glory of your people Israel!” 33 Jesus’ 
parents were amazed at what was being said 
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, 
and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, 
“This child is destined to cause many in 
Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has 
been sent as a sign from God, but many will 
oppose him.
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very 
soul.”36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the 
Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the 
tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband 
died when they had been married only seven 
years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed 
there day and night, worshiping God with fasting 
and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was 
talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began 
praising God. She talked about the child to everyone 
who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue 
Jerusalem.
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In the Temple SCRIPTURE REFERENCE

35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”36 Anna, a 
prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of 
Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her 
husband died when they had been married only seven 
years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-
four.[c] She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, 
worshiping God with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just 
as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began 
praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had 
been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
39 When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the 
law of the Lord, they returned home to Nazareth in 
Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and strong. He was 
filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-40&version=KJV;NKJV;NLT;AMPC&interface=print#fen-NLT-24979c


The Birth of Jesus 
Certified

Luke 2:21-40

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Southfield, Michigan

Anna and Simeon
In the Temple

CONTEXT QUESTIONS



The Birth of Jesus 
Certified

Luke 2:21-40

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Southfield, Michigan

Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

1. Why did Mary and Joseph take 
Jesus to the temple? When? (2:21-23) 

21 Eight days later, when the baby was 
circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name 
given him by the angel even before he was 
conceived. 22 Then it was time for their 
purification offering, as required by the law of 
Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents 
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s 
first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to 
the LORD.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A22-23
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21 Eight days later, when the baby was 
circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name 
given him by the angel even before he was 
conceived. 22 Then it was time for their 
purification offering, as required by the law of 
Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents 
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s 
first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to 
the LORD.”

2. How old was Jesus the first time Mary and 
Joseph took Him to the temple? (2:21-23) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A22-23


The Birth of Jesus 
Certified

Luke 2:21-40

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Southfield, Michigan
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

3. Who was Simeon? (2:24-26) 

24 So they offered the sacrifice required in the 
law of the Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 25 At that time there was a 
man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was 
righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting 
for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The 
Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to 
him that he would not die until he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A25-27
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

4. How did Luke describe the man 
named Simeon? (2:25)

25 At that time there was a man in 
Jerusalem named Simeon. He was 
righteous and devout and was 
eagerly waiting for the Messiah to 
come and rescue Israel. The Holy 
Spirit was upon him…

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A25-32
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So 
when Mary and Joseph came to present the 
baby Jesus to the Lord as the law 
required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in 
peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all 
people.

5. What did Simeon do with the Christ 
child? (2:28-32) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A28-32
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So 
when Mary and Joseph came to present the 
baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 
28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his 
arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Sovereign 
Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you 
have promised. 30 I have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared for all people.

6. What special significance did 
Christ’s arrival have for Simeon? 
(2:27-30)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A26-29
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

7. How did Simeon’s prophecy point out 
that Christ would be the Savior for the 
world? (2:29-32) 

29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your 
servant die in peace, as you have 
promised. 30 I have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared 
for all people. 32 He is a light to 
reveal God to the nations, and he is 
the glory of your people Israel!”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A32
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

8. What did Joseph and Mary do after they 
heard what Simeon had to say? (2:33) 

33 Jesus’ parents were amazed 
at what was being said about 
him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A33
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

9. To whom did Simeon address his 
second statement about Jesus? (2:34)

34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said 
to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is 
destined to cause many in Israel to fall, 
and many others to rise. He has been 
sent as a sign from God, but many will 
oppose him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A34-35
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

10. What did Simeon say to Mary? 
(2:34-35) 

34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to 
Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined 
to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others 
to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, 
but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the 
deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very 
soul.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A34-35
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to 
Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined 
to cause many in Israel to fall, and many others 
to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, 
but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the 
deepest thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your very 
soul.”

10. What did Simeon say to Mary? 
(2:34-35) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A34-35
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the 
Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel 
from the tribe of Asher, and she was very 
old. Her husband died when they had been 
married only seven years. 37 Then she lived 
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the Temple but stayed there day 
and night, worshiping God with fasting 
and prayer.

11. Who was Anna and how did Luke 
describe her? (2:36-37) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A36-38
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Anna and Simeon
In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

12. What was Anna’s response to finding 
Mary, Joseph, and the Christ child in the 
temple? (2:38) 

38 She came along just as Simeon was 
talking with Mary and Joseph, and she 
began praising God. She talked about the 
child to everyone who had been waiting 
expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A38
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In the Temple CONTEXT QUESTIONS

13. What were Jesus’ childhood years 
like? (2:39-40) 

39 When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all 
the requirements of the law of the Lord, 
they returned home to Nazareth in 
Galilee. 40 There the child grew up 
healthy and strong. He was filled with 
wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A40
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Watch Night 
Service
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December 31, 

2022
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BIBLE STUDY RESUMES ON
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 

2023
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1 John 1:1-4
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